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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-18 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Van Till et 
al. (hereinafter Van Till) (US Patent No. 6,404,337) in view of Kucharczyk et al. (hereinafter 
Kucharczuzk) (US Patent No. 6,300,873 B1). 

4. As per claims 1,16 and 17, Van Till teaches a method of delivering a package 
comprising: 

associating an address with a delivery package, the address identifying a specific 
physical location and differing from addresses of other locations, handing the delivery package 
to a delivery entity, the delivery entity utilizing the address associated with the delivery package 
to seek and find the specific physical location identified by the address (i.e., a delivery entity 
(logistic company) delivering items purchased from a merchant 104, to customer 102, 106, see 
figure 1, column 4, lines 47-57 and column 6, lines 12-27); 
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providing a delivery identifier (i.e., tracking information) to a processor of a cryptographic 
authority computer, the delivery identifier identifying a specific enclosure at the specific physical 
location and differing from delivery identifiers of delivery enclosures at other locations (providing 
tracking information to a digital signature processor, see column 10, lines 34-63, note that 
tracking information includes delivery address, see column 6, lines 17-21) ; 

providing a request time to the processor of a cryptographic authority computer, the 
processor of a cryptographic authority computer generating a cryptographic key utilizing the 
delivery identifier and the request time (i.e., generating digital signature utilizing tracking 
information and a time stamp, see column 4, lines 57-67 and column 5, lines 1-17); and 

providing the cryptographic key to the delivery entity the delivery entity entering the 
cryptographic key into a processor of a delivery computer [column 6, lines 36-44], the delivery 
computer decrypting the cryptographic key and causing for a lock on the delivery enclosures to 
be unlocked if the delivery identifier matches a proof identifier located in the delivery computer, 
unlocking of the lock allowing the delivery entity to open a closure member of the enclosure to 
gain access to an internal volume of the enclosure, the delivery entity locating the delivery 
package in the internal volume [column 7, lines 3-13, lines 41-54 and column 8, lines 7-20]. 
Furthermore, Van Till teaches the method including generating digital signature utilizing tracking 
information and a time stamp [column 4, lines 57-67 and column 5, lines 1-17], and causing for 
a lock on the delivery enclosure to be unlocked if the tracking information matches the one 
stored in memory of the enclosure [column 7, lines 45-56 and column 8, lines 9-20]. Van Till 
does not explicitly teach causing for a lock on the delivery enclosures to be unlocked if a 
difference in time between a proof time, from a clock providing the proof time to the processor of 
the delivery computer, and the request time is less than a selected maximum. However, in the 
same field of endeavor Kucharczyk teaches a method of delivering a package [column 11, lines 
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including generating a cryptographic key used for unlocking a delivery enclosure, wherein the 
lock on the delivery enclosure is unlocked only within a predetermined time interval [column 2, 
lines 32-57]. Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement a method of unlocking a delivery enclosure within a 
selected maximum time as per teachings of Kucharczyk into the secure package delivery 
method of Van Till, because the method further reduces opportunities for theft and/or tampering 
of unattended package delivery method by generating cryptographic keys for unlocking a 
delivery enclosure and having access codes used only within a selected period of time. 

5. As per claim 2, the combination of Van Till and Kucharczyk teaches the method as 
applied above. Furthermore, Van Till teaches locating the cryptographic key on the delivery 
package [column 6, lines 12-47]. 

6. As per claim 3, the combination of Van Till and Kucharczyk teaches the method as 
applied above. Furthermore, Van Till teaches utilizing a client computer to access an order page 
located on an etailer computer [column 4, lines 47-57]; utilizing the client computer to order the 
delivery package, identifying the address of the specific physical location and offering payment 
of an agreed upon purchase price of the delivery package [column 4, lines 47-57]; and providing 
the cryptographic key to the etailer computer who ensures that the cryptographic key is located 
on the delivery package [column 6, lines 12-47]. 

7. As per claim 4, the combination of Van Till and Kucharczyk teaches the method as 
applied above. Furthermore, Van Till teaches the method wherein the client computer is utilized 
to provide the cryptographic key to the etailer computer [column 6, lines 12-47]. 
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8. As per claims 5 and 11-13, the combination of Van Till and Kucharczyk teaches the 
method as applied above. Furthermore, Van Till teaches the method further comprising utilizing 
the etailer computer to transmit a first cryptographic key request to the client computer, utilizing 
the client computer to provide a second cryptographic key request to the processor of 
cryptographic authority computer, utilizing the cryptographic authority computer to transmit the 
cryptographic key to the client computer, and utilizing the client computer to transmit the 
cryptographic key to the etailer computer [column 6, lines 12-47]. 

9. As per claim 6, the combination of Van Till and Kucharczyk teaches the method as 
applied above. Furthermore, Van Till teaches the method wherein a client operates the client 
computer to transmit the second cryptographic key request to the cryptographic authority 
computer [column 6, lines 12-47]. 

10. As per claim 7, the combination of Van Till and Kucharczyk teaches the method as 
applied above. Furthermore, Van Till teaches the method, wherein the client operates the client 
computer to transmit the cryptographic key to the etalier computer [column 7, lines 15-20]. 

11. As per claim 8, the combination of Van Till and Kucharczyk teaches the method as 
applied above. Furthermore, Kucharczyk teaches the method, wherein the processor of the 
cryptographic authority computer receives the request time from a clock of the cryptographic 
authority computer [column 2, lines 32-57]. 
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12. As per claim 9, the combination of Van Till and Kucharczyk teaches the method as 
applied above. Furthermore, Van Till teaches the method, wherein the delivery computer 
includes a keypad and an employee of the delivery entity enters the cryptographic key on the 
keypad [column 10, lines 47-57]. 



13. As per claim 10, the combination of Van Till and Kucharczyk teaches the method as 
applied above. Furthermore, Kucharczyk teaches generating a cryptographic key for unlocking 
the delivery enclosure within a predetermined time period [column 2, lines 30-55]. 



14. As per claims 14 and 15, the combination of Van Till and Kucharczyk teaches the 
method as applied above. Furthermore, Van Till teaches the method further comprising: utilizing 
a mobile computer of the delivery entity to transmit a cryptographic key request to a 
cryptographic authority computer, and utilizing the cryptographic authority computer to transmit 
the cryptographic key to the mobile computer [column 6, lines 12-47 and column 10, lines 47- 
57]. 



1 5. As per claim 1 8, the combination of Van Till and Kucharczyk teaches the method as 
applied above. Furthermore, Van Till teaches the method wherein the person allowed to open 
the closure member is the delivery person [column 7, lines 40-45]. 



Conclusion 



16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO Form 892. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Beemnet W Dada whose telephone number is (703) 305-8895. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 am - 6:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y Vu can be reached on (703) 305-4393. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Beemnet Dada 
September 3, 2004 




